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Regular Meeting 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

September 7, 2005 
 
 Chairman Jerry Uebelhor called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals to order at 7:00 p.m.  Secretary Martin took roll call as follows: 
 

Chairman Jerry Uebelhor  -Present Randy Mehringer       -Present 
Vice Chairman Jim Blessinger   -Absent  Bob Wright        -Present 
Secretary Lloyd Martin   -Present  Bldg. Comm. Dave Seger    -Present 
Ray Byrd                 -Present Atty Sandy Hemmerlein       -Present 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
  Chairman Uebelhor led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the August 3, 2005 Regular Meeting were reviewed.   Randy 
Mehringer made a motion to approve the minutes as mailed.  Ray Byrd seconded it.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
  
STATEMENT 
 
  Chairman Uebelhor read the following statement.  “We are now ready to begin 
the public hearings scheduled for this evening.  With respect to tonight’s meeting and 
public hearings, we are hereby incorporating by reference into the record of tonight’s 
meeting and public hearings, City of Jasper Ordinance Number 1993-17, entitled 
“Zoning Ordinance of the City of Jasper, Indiana and its jurisdictional area” and any and 
all amendments thereto.  Audio and videotapes of these proceedings are also 
incorporated by reference into this evening’s record.” 
                                                                                                                                                                  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Petition of Southern Indiana Gas and Electric, d/b/a, Vectren Energy Delivery of 
Indiana, Inc., for a special exception to allow a Public Utility structure in an A-1 
(Agricultural) District. 
 
 Withdrew petition. 
 
Petition of Southern Indiana Gas and Electric, d/b/a, Vectren Energy Delivery of 
Indiana, Inc., for a variance from Section 16.02.140 (Height Regulations). 
 
 Withdrew petition. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Petition of Ramona K. Hoffman for a special exception to allow a Home Occupation 
(studio). 
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 Ramona Hoffman was present to request a special exception to operate a studio 
out of an accessory building located at her residence at 488 S. Mulberry Street. 
  
 Ms. Hoffman plans to craft small occasional tables with concrete slab tops.  The 
tables would be made-to-order and delivered to the customer.  There could possibly be 
an occasional customer coming to the residence to visually see of how the product is 
made.  The product would be advertised and sold primarily through the Internet, shops 
and galleries.   
 

There were no remonstrators present.  With no more discussion, Ray Byrd made 
a motion to close the public hearing.  Bob Wright seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
 Secretary Martin made a motion to grant a special exception to allow Home 
Occupation (studio) at 488 S. Mulberry Street.  It was seconded by Ray Byrd.  Motion 
carried 5-0.   
 
Petition of Dubois County Post #147, The American Legion Department of Jasper, and 
Darryl W. and Leanne H. Huls, being purchaser and owner respectively, for a special 
exception to allow a parking lot in an R-3 (Residential) zone. 
 
 Al Schuler, Commander of Post 147 American Legion, was present on behalf of 
the American Legion Post 147 to request a special exception to allow a parking lot to be 
built at 1219 Main Street.  Also present were Paul Striegel, Vice Commander, Greg 
Matheis, Chairman of the House Committee, Fred Hollinden, member of the House 
Committee and Lisa Kern, Manager of Post 147.   
 

Plans are to demolish the house currently on the site and use the property as 
additional parking for the American Legion, which is located at 1220 Newton Street.  
The additional parking will be an asset, especially on Wednesday evening Bingo nights.   
 

Stan Aiken, owner of Lot 15, which is adjacent to the proposed property, 
appeared before the Board to ask for a guarantee that there be some sort of greenbelt 
on each side of the existing driveway, which would create a buffer against his property. 

 
 Building Commissioner Seger stated that a variance was previously granted to 
use the lot next to the proposed property as a driveway only.  The lot must remain as a 
driveway until the petitioner appears again before the Board. 
 

After some discussion, Secretary Martin made a motion to close the public 
hearing.  Randy Mehringer seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Randy Mehringer made a motion to grant a special exception to allow a parking 
lot in an R-3 (Residential) zone at 1219 Main Street.  Secretary Martin seconded it.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Petition of David L. Gramelspacher and Mary A. Gramelspacher for a special exception 
to allow a Home Occupation (retail sale of air purifiers, water purifiers and ecologically 
friendly household products). 
 
 Mary Gramelspacher was present to request a special exception to operate a 
retail business at her home located at 1628 W. Division Road.  Ms. Gramelspacher 
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plans to sell air and water purifiers and ecologically friendly products through retail as 
well as the Internet.  Advertising would be spread via newspapers and testimonials.  
 
 There is ample parking for UPS delivery.  Although the inventory would be stored 
in an office, Ms. Gramelspacher said there would be no customers coming to the home; 
she plans to deliver all of the products to the customer.  
 
 There were no remonstrators present.  Ray Byrd made a motion to close the 
public hearing.  Bob Wright seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Chairman Uebelhor made a motion to grant a special exception to allow a Home 

Occupation (retail sale of air purifiers, water purifiers and ecologically friendly household 
products) at 1628 W. Division Road.  Randy Mehringer seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Petition of Norman L. Smith Jr. and Michelle L. Lemelin as owner of the subject property 
for an 11.98-foot Variance from the Lot and Yard requirements (Minimum Lot Width) of 
an R-R zoned lot. 
 
 Todd Kerstiens, owner of T-Kerstiens Homes, was present on behalf of Norman 
Smith and Michelle Lemelin to request a variance to build within 42 feet of the front 
yard.  The proposed property is located at the south end of the cul-de-sac named 
Evergreen Drive. (Lot 10 Brookstone Estates) 
 
 Mr. Kerstiens explained to the Board that although construction had already 
begun on the lot, he ceased work after being informed that he was in non-compliance 
with the front yard setback.  Mr. Kerstiens said he simply overlooked the plans since 
most of the homes in the subdivision have an average of a 40-50-foot setback. 
 
 There was much discussion regarding the matter to preserve the partially built 
home.  Randy Mehringer said he agrees the home should not be torn down; however he 
suggested some sort of fine be given to prevent the situation from arising again. 
 
 Mark Bunting, owner of Lot 12 and John Fogg, owner of Lot 13 were present to 
voice their concerns.  Both neighbors were in agreement to allow the variance for Lot 
10; however, in their opinion, Lot 11 should be required to meet the standards of the 
ordinance.  
 

After some discussion, Bob Wright made a motion to close the public hearing.  
Ray Byrd seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Bob Wright made a motion to grant a variance to allow a 42-foot setback on Lot 

10 in Brookstone Estates, with an ordinance fine of $300.00.  Ray Byrd seconded it.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Petition of Todd Kerstiens as owner of the subject property for an 11.98-foot Variance 
from the Lot and Yard requirements (Minimum Lot Width) of an R-R zoned lot. 
 
 Todd Kerstiens, of T-Kerstiens Homes, was present to request a variance from 
Lot and Yard requirements of the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed property is located 
at the south end of the cul-de-sac named Evergreen Drive. (Lot 11Brookstone Estates) 
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Mr. Kerstiens said the entire subdivision has a setback of 35 feet, with the 
exception of Lots 10 and 11.  Most of the homes in the subdivision were built with an 
average of a 40-50-foot setback.  His request is to build a home on Lot 11 with a 43-foot 
setback instead of the required 55-foot setback. Mr. Kerstiens said he would like the 
homes on Lot 10 and 11 to “fit in” with the rest of the subdivision. 

 
Mark Bunting, owner of Lot 12 and John Fogg, owner of Lot 13 were present to 

voice their concerns.  Both neighbors were in agreement that Lot 11 should be required 
to meet the standards of the ordinance.   

 
Mr. Kerstiens told the Board he wants to work with the adjacent property owners 

and said he understands the issues they expressed. 
 
After some discussion, Randy Mehringer made a motion to close the public 

hearing.  Secretary Martin seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Randy Mehringer made a motion to deny a variance to allow a 42-foot setback 
on Lot 11 in Brookstone Estates.  Secretary Martin seconded it.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
Home Occupation update. 
 
 Attorney Sandy Hemmerlein presented some literature to the Board regarding 
the Home Occupation ordinance from several surrounding cities.  Ms. Hemmerlein 
asked the members to read the material handed to them, and we will discuss it at a 
future meeting. 
 

With no further discussion, Secretary Martin made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Randy Mehringer seconded it.  The motion carried 5-0, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
 

_________________________ 
Jerry Uebelhor, Chairman 

 
 

_________________________ 
Lloyd Martin, Secretary  

 
 

 Kathy M. Pfister, Recording Secretary 


